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To understand contemporary
journalism, it is helpful to
understand its past



A Different Aesthetic

e No images or headlines

e Focus on international news

e Single person as publisher, editor, and reporter
e Written for the political and mercantile classes

e Subsidized directly by either the government or
wealthy patrons



Early Newspapers of Massachusetts
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CCURRENCES

and DOMEST ICK,

.Boﬂen,. Thurfday Sepe. 25th, 1690,

wifled ence 4 maneth ( or if any Glar of Oc-
curfences bappen, oftener, ) with an Ac-
count of fuch confidcrable things as bave ar-
rived wmo our Notice, :
+ In order bereunto, the Publifber will take what
pains be cam to obrain a Faithful Relation of all
[ich things 5 and will particularly make bimfelf
bepolden to fuchPerfons in:Bofton whom he Frows
1o 2ave been for their own ufe the diligent Obfer-
wers of [uch matters, L
oo Lat which is berein propofed, is, Fitlt, Thet
Memorable Occurrents of Divine Providence
mmay noe be negleded or forgorten, as they teo oftém
are. . Secondly, That people cvery where may ber=
tar wpderftand the Circumftances of Publique Af-
iy, both ubroad and at home ;, which may not
onlywdirelt their Thoughts ar all, times, but at
@fhc; timei alfo to affijt their Bufinefles and Nz-
gotiations. ; =t
- Thirdly, That fome thing may be dome towards
the Curing, or at leaft the Charming of thar Syi-
© tit of Lying, which prevails amongft us, whe. e-
fore natbing (hall be ehtered, but what we have
reafon to believe is true, repairing to the beft foun-

il .
dadvie For auw Fafavararine

I‘r is defigned, that the Countrey fhall be fur-

Mlod valiow thare b

from them, as what is in the Forces lately
gone for Canads; made them think w emmotk
impollible for them to get well +hrough . v
Affairs.of their Husbandry at this time of tive
year, yet the Seafon has been fa unmivaily
favourable that they fca:ce find 21y wane of
the' many hundreds of-hands, thacs are gone
from chem ; which is looked upon as a M-
eful Providence : :

While the barbarous Irndians were lurking
aboyt Chelmsford, there were mifling about
the beginning of thiseionth a couple ot Chil-
dren belong ng 1o a man of that -lown, orte
of them aged about cleven, ths other 2ged a-
bout nine years, both of them fuppoicd 1o
be fallen into the hands of the. Zraiars, - -

5 A very -‘rl'ztrg_fisﬂ.’ Aecpaent hap;wcngd st Was

ter-Town, the beginfting of this Momli, .4
Old man, that was of fomewhat.a Silent and
Morofe Temper, but one that had lung En-
joyed the reputation of a Sober and a s
Man, having newly buried .his Wife, <1 he
Devil took advantage of the Melancholiy
which he thereopop fell into, his Wives difs
cretion and induftry had long been the fuj-
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- From ﬂl})ﬂuba‘p.&pnl x7. tc_i ﬂl)may April 24. 1704,

_ l.t:#.:’o?: f"-r'l)'r‘iﬂg-f‘nﬁ from Decemb. ad. o 4th. 1%03.

Fitters from Scorland bring us the Copy of

a'Sheet lately Printed there, Intituled, 4

“Yoafonable dlarm for Scotland.. Ina Lester.

ofvem -4 Genvleman in the Cigyy to by Eriend dn,

.- the Country, concerviing the prefent Danger of
thé Kirigdom qnd of the Prorelftens I{rﬂigim: 3 A

This Letter takes Notice, That Papifts fwarm in

that Nation, that they trafhck more avowedly than |

‘formerly, & that of late many Scores of Priéfts and
Jefuites are ‘come thither from France, and" gone ‘to

.ountry. That the Minifters'of the Highlands and
Wolrth gave in large Lifts of them to the Commit-
tee.of the General Affembly, to be laid before the
ivy~Council. e : :
1t likewafe obferves, that .2 great Nuymber bf o-
her ill-affelted perfons are come over fromi France,
Jnder pretente o dt’:-.:i]f_f:ipg'hcr Majefty’s Gracidus
Indemnity’s but, in reality, to increafe 'Divifions in
the Natidn{ 4nd to entertain 2 Correfpondénct with
France: "Thar their ill Intentions are’ evidéfit from
thels ralking g, their owning the Tnvereft of the
pretended King ‘Fames VIIL their fecret ‘Cabals,
and theif ‘buying up of Arms and Ammunition,
: i can find tHem. : gl D
Ty’ adds the late Wntin%s and Adings
whom are ' for
s Eﬂ: ender, that {everal of them have decla¥d
_ acF ‘rathier embrace Popery than' conformto |
t&'} réfent Gavernment § that they refufe to pray
f _i‘f&,c‘ ( ,.but ufe the ambiguous word Sove-

" Faign, and fome. of them, pray in exprefs Words for

| if ever he be reftored, he will

From all this he infers, That they have hopes of
| Afliftance from France, otherwife they would never
! befo impudent ; and he gives Reafons for his Ap-
| prehendions that the Frenck 'King may find Troops
i thither this Winter, 1. Btcau[éri‘hEEngJ'y'b & Dusch

will not then be at Sea. 1o, oppofe them. 2. He can,
i then beft fpare them, the Suﬁ'gnn f Adion beyond
Sea being gver. 2. The Expectation given himof 2
 confiderable number to joyn them, may incourage
him to the undertaking with fewer Men if he can
but fend over a fufficient number of Officers with

' Arms and Ammunition,
the North, to the Highlands ‘& other places of the |

He endeavours.in the reft of his Letters to an-
{iver the foolifh Pretences of the Pretender's beiga
Proteftant, and that he will govern us according to
Law. He fays, thit being bred up in the Reli-’

| gion and Politicks of France; he'is by Education a

ftated Enemy to'oir” Libérey and Religion, Thar
t}l}g;Ohl:gatlgns:wh:i'{:li; be and his Family owe 1o
the French King, muft: neceflanily make I‘:Em.' to _be
Wwholly at his Diyosion, and o follow his Example ;
that if he {it uponythe Throne, the, three Nations;
muft be ?bll%‘d to pay the: Debt-which hie awes the
French King for.the: Education of himfelf, and for
taining his fuppofed: Father and: his. Family.
And {ince the King muft reftore him b‘y Ais Troops,
ever “he ] “fee to' fecurg
his own: Deébt. before thofe:‘Troops: leave  Britain,
The Preterider being a,good Proficient ix the French
and Remi/b Schoels,—he will nover think Jimiel ©
fufficiently ave: ut by the utter Ruige of his
Proteftant Subjects, both as Hereticks ‘and Fraitovs, ||
The' late"Queen, "his_pretended ' Mothier, wiho in

-cold Blood when {he was Oueen' of Britaimadviton
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Growing Independence
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b{lg:}*‘naﬁr Auguft 7. 172 1

. Homd ‘non-unius Negotii :

;/'?f LA Cheekicy
T°'S an Barvd Cafe, that a Man“can’t appear
_in Print ngw q Days, yrsfcfi be'il undergo the
 Mortification of Aufwerang to ien _’ﬂa"ﬁ'"_",‘i
fenfelefs and Impereinent Rueftions like thefe,
Pray Sit, from whence came you ? And what
4 Agg may you be of, ‘may I be fo bold 2 Was_
yoit bred at Colledge Sir.2: Aad canyou ( like fome of
 chem ) fquare the: Citle, gnd cypher as far as the
Nach Art ¢ 8¢, Now, & a:.frrmﬂ mnfcﬁ';r 5 fam_ﬂi-m
2.1 famie 10.a D int bift, thus 2o be flop'd at his fir
. ; mpliance .20 the Cuflom of the

e ting-guty Yok id- 20 fom
{;:-m‘::%}ﬂ:&;i Inaw‘ﬁ: up' far-an Author, I'll immedi-
arzly:fiop foortyand g1 e’ my gentle Reader fome decount
of my Perfon aid my r%r:: Budowments, *

Ei As for my.Age, T'm [ome odd Years and a few Days

aimder- tWice twenty and three, ¢herefore I hoge no One
\will bereafeer objell agamft my foaring aow and then
with the grave Wits of the Age, fince I;{-.‘u-r: drope my
collow Feathers,and am presey well fiedg’d . Fue if they
Poild ‘tell me that I am not yet Jit mov worthy to keep
Company wath fuch 1luftrious _b?gcs, for my Beard
Mo's u't yer veach down to my Girdle, Ia{k.'af! make rlvr:m
{0 other Anfwer phan this, Barba non facit Philofo-
phunm. \

« I make no Ducflion my gentle Readers, bur thatyou're

gery Dupatient to fee me mively diffeded, and to have’

afull View of wy outward as well las, inward Man,

Or, Fack of all Trades.

Dy Dweg lafy

abnormis fapiens——— Hor.

At the Requeft of feveral Gentlemen in Town s
A Continuation of the Hiftory of Inoculationin Bdflon,
by a-Society of the Prattitioners in Phylick.

He bold undertaker of thePra&tice of the Greek old
Women, notwithftanding the Terror and Confu-.
fion from hisSon’sInoculation-Fever,proceeds to inocu-
late Perfous from Seventy Y earsof Age and downwards,
The Selet Men( or Managers of rhe Town Affiirs )
in duty bound to tdke Cognizance of theé Mattey,defire
a-Meeting of all the Practitioners.in Town, to-have
their Opinion whether the Praftice ought to'be al-
lowed or not 3 they unanimoufly agreed that is was ra

S

',‘j

and dubiou s, bging entirely new, not in the leaft vouch- -

ed or recommended ( being meerly publifhed, in the’/
Philofophick Tranfaétions:by way of Amulement )
from Britain, tho’ it came to-us via London from tlie

Turks, and by'a ftrong viva zoce Evidence, was groved. -

to be of fatal € dangerousConfequence, Bumem=p is de<
fired by the Scle¢tMen to defift. ' x
- Notwithftanding the general Averfionof the Towny
in Contrad:&ion to the declared Opinion of the Practi-
tioners, in Oppofition to the. Seleétmen, and n Spite of”
the difcouraging Evidences relating to this Pra&tice,
Six Gentlemen of Piety and Learning, profoundly igno=
vant of the Marzer, after [erious Confideration of a Die

feafe one ofthe moft intricate practicalCafesinPhyfick, _

but as I flops fbort juit now, meerly to oblige you, fo I.fdoon the Merits of their Charalters, and for ‘no other

Joall Bop as foore beve, and give mo farther  Aecount of

®y “felf umii this Day fortnights when you fhall have
ok L ¥ PRy LY P A A B p P e

PR W

realon, with a Fox prateriags milal, aflerty &c. If
this Argument, wiz. their Charalter, fhould prevail
sha Nannlana £ eha? hasa T rhial-

setth whiasr o

Source
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Growing Independence

e This was a crucial period as it helped loosen early
governmental restrictions on speech and publication

= This was very different from Europe, where there were
considerable restrictions
e Journalism became a vehicle for capturing and
consolidating public opinion
= [t became harder for officials to pretend to be unaware of

citizens’ concerns
= Officials began to work with the press instead of against it



Truth as a Defense

Source


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:29-THE_FAMOUS_ZENGER_TRIAL.jpg

The Stamp Act of 1765



https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/stamp-act-imposed-on-american-colonies

The Press in a New Nation

e Great emphasis on preserving the freedom of the press
after independence

= Nine of the 11 revolutionary-era state constitutions: liberty of
the press ought to be “inviolably” preserved or “never”
restrained

= First Amendment: Congress shall make “no law” abridging
freedom of the press

e But during times of hysteria and partisan animosity,
such principles have been violated

= Sedition Act of 1798 led to prosecution and conviction of
newspaper owners who disagreed with the government)



Key Takeaways

e Journalism during the colonial period was vastly
different from journalism today

e |t was not until the 1730s that truth became a
successful defense against charges of libel and
defamation

e The colonial press was crucial in mobilization efforts
toward independence from the British government

e The freedom of the press is codified in the founding
documents of the United States



