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To understand To understand contemporarycontemporary

journalism, it is helpful tojournalism, it is helpful to

understand understand its pastits past



A Different Aesthetic

No images or headlines

Focus on international news

Single person as publisher, editor, and reporter

Written for the political and mercantile classes

Subsidized directly by either the government or

wealthy patrons



Early Newspapers of Massachusetts

Source

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Newspapers_of_Boston


Growing Independence

Source

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_New-England_Courant_-_Nos_001.djvu


Growing Independence

This was a crucial period as it helped loosen early

governmental restrictions on speech and publication

This was very di�erent from Europe, where there were

considerable restrictions

Journalism became a vehicle for capturing and

consolidating public opinion

It became harder for o�icials to pretend to be unaware of

citizens’ concerns

O�icials began to work with the press instead of against it



Truth as a Defense

Source

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:29-THE_FAMOUS_ZENGER_TRIAL.jpg


The Stamp Act of 1765

Source

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/stamp-act-imposed-on-american-colonies


The Press in a New Nation

Great emphasis on preserving the freedom of the press

a�er independence

Nine of the 11 revolutionary-era state constitutions: liberty of

the press ought to be “inviolably” preserved or “never”

restrained

First Amendment: Congress shall make “no law” abridging

freedom of the press

But during times of hysteria and partisan animosity,

such principles have been violated

Sedition Act of 1798 led to prosecution and conviction of

newspaper owners who disagreed with the government)



Key Takeaways

Journalism during the colonial period was vastly

di�erent from journalism today

It was not until the 1730s that truth became a

successful defense against charges of libel and

defamation

The colonial press was crucial in mobilization e�orts

toward independence from the British government

The freedom of the press is codified in the founding

documents of the United States


