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“Journalism” is not an easy“Journalism” is not an easy

thing to definething to define



Journalism as Product

Source

https://www.pexels.com/photo/folded-newspapers-158651/


Journalism as People

Source

https://unsplash.com/photos/56XYfmP-NGs


Journalism as Institutions

Source

https://unsplash.com/photos/19CYdO70ss4


Journalism as Practices

Source

https://unsplash.com/photos/Hb6uWq0i4MI


Journalism as Service

Source

https://unsplash.com/photos/1UY8UuUkids


Journalism as Occupation

Source

https://www.spj.org/pdf/spj-code-of-ethics.pdf


Why Definitions Matter

Journalism is fluid and contested

Changing social, cultural, economic, political, and

technological conditions change how people understand it

Understandings impact how symbolic resources are

translated into material rewards

Those who are seen as “journalists” may get press passes,

special legal protections



 

 

Journalism is often granted aJournalism is often granted a

special social status as thespecial social status as the

authority on “news”authority on “news”



Legitimacy, Expectations, and Power

People are more likely to defer to news organizations

they see as being “legitimate”

Higher perceived legitimacy also typically translates to

higher expectations from audiences

Expect to see more “good” journalism

Less forgiving of “bad” journalism

Perceived legitimacy thus translates into power

“Most legitimate” news organizations come to be seen as the

primary definers of “news”



 

Journalism isn’t a monolithic thing thoughJournalism isn’t a monolithic thing though

 

We can also think aboutWe can also think about

“journalisms”“journalisms”
 

Each with different symbolic associations, material rewards,Each with different symbolic associations, material rewards,

and social expectationsand social expectations



Key Takeaways

Journalism can be defined in many di�erent ways

Journalism is, in many parts of the world, associated

with certain occupational values

How “journalism” is understood matters

There is a plurality of journalisms


